











1030-1945  The effects of the global economic crisis and the Second
World War are also felt in Switzerland, especially in an
economic sense: Thriftiness and attempts to secure
orders make up the day. Any money saved is invested in
the development of new products. Clear and simple
shapes, inspired by the (Bauhaus) designs, and ergono-
mically oriented functions become increasingly more
important.
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1943

Model 486

An office swivel chair made of solid beechwood with
infinite height adjustment and shock-absorbing seat
suspension.



1947/ A new factory building on the Tram Street in Zurich- 19053 Model 3001
Schwamendingen: New machinery in well-lit production
facilities provides modern environment and conditions This very robust and versatile chair, a resilient construc-
for series production. tion of steam-bent wood, is a two-colour model: Natural

wood /black or natural wood/red.
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1953

Death of Wilhelm Girsberger.
A brief review of his working life in difficult times:

As a young man, Wilhelm Girsberger did military service
throughout the First World War (1914-918) and later on
throughout the Second World War (1939-1945). In spite
of these obstacles and the global economic crisis, Wilhelm
Girsberger continued to develop the company. During his
long periods of military service, he was able to rely on the
dedicated support of his wife, Rosa Girsberger-Pfister,
and the high sense of duty of loyal employees. Wilhelm
Girsberger was also President of the Swiss Association of
Master Turners over a period of several years.
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Wit woflen alle lernen mehr zu hoffon
und niehr su e,
Hanarivedi Fhisden

SCHWEIZERISCHER DRECHSLERMEISTER-VERBAND
Sektlon ZOrich

Generalversammlung
Sonntag, 26. April 1953, 14.30 Ubr, im Rest. Linthescher Zarich

Wilhelm Girsberger

Koum je im Leben wird uns so mittelbar unel dra
uncrhittlich und grausam
il s wi i

1953

After Wilhelm Girsberger‘s death, his heirs take over the
company and convert it into a limited partnership under
the name of «Girsberger Co. Stuhl und Tischfabriky
(Girsberger Co. Chair and Table Factory). The unlimited
partners are Wilhelm Girsberger (born 1927), Heinrich
Girsberger (born 1929) and Magdalena Girsberger (born
1931). Rosa Girsberger-Pfister, widow of the deceased, is
a limited partner.




1953

Model 72
Design: Ero Saarinen
The chair‘'s main constructional feature is the flexible,

fibreglass-reinforced backrest. It is manufactured and
sold under license from Knoll, USA.

Typ S0T1S Diraktions-Drehfasteuil
Kroushuss Aluminium pollert,
Machaniksliule verchromt Stufemloss
Varalalhing der SitzhShe, geledarier
umd drehbarer SAz.

Kugeilagarrolian . Bassick® mit

Sitz und Rickenschabe gepalstert in
e,
Operzug Knoll-Taxtillen.

Typ GOT1USE Konfersne- und
Emplangufautous!

Besiall i Siahlrahe mati verchromi
wdar schwars inckiert, mig Glaitnigeln
Bassick™, panzsr-vernickelte
Gleitfiichs.

Sdtx und Riekansehaie pepalstert in




1954

The city of Zurich continues to grow. Shortage of space
and high prices for building land make it impossible to
expand the business in Zurich-Schwamendingen. An
unconventional search for inexpensive industrial land
with good traffic access ends in Thunstetten-Buetzberg,
a municipality in the canton of Berne. After a construction
and installation period of only five months, the whole
business is transferred from Zurich to Buetzberg.
Almost all the employees follow the company to the
canton of Berne.

Meuve Adresse ob 15, Ok 1954

GUSBERGER & CO. STUHL. UND TISCHEARRIK
BateirgRE Riro wnd Sarisnisktk, Avtal
wngiloger.  Zivich.Bermsirosss,

Talefan (043 300 55
Zodch 1M Spesinlbetiisb, Engros-Avsrel
Hatingerstraite 48=50

. Huning
Tobwlon (051 82 64 44

1056 The continuous expansion of the production site in
Buetzberg begins with a first constructional extension.

Girsberger, Buetzberg (The picture shows the location in the year 2000)



1957

Model 4050
Design: Benedikt Rohner
The main characteristics of this three-legged armchair are

its veneered wood shell and the curved framework of flat
steel, thermolacquered in black or chromed.

Kauma
mmmmm Handwerk

1959

Double-shell chair

Design: Jurg Bally

A glue-laminated plywood shell, formed under high pres-
sure and finished with an exclusive surface veneer.




1962

Model 9052

Chromed rectangular steel tube.
Framework and backrest in wood, upholstered.

1963

The first subsidiary in a foreign country: The incorporation
of Girsberger GmbH in Endingen am Kaiserstuhl, Baden-
Wurttemberg, Germany. A modest beginning: Four em-
ployees work together in an older building to produce
office and conference chairs as well as lounge suites for
reception areas.




1963/1 Q64  The product range is significantly extended, and standar- 1068 In Germany, the company buys industrial land from the
town of Endingen and builds a modern factory, starting

with a production and warehouse space of 1300 m?. This
production location will undergo continuous expansion in
the years to follow.

dized layouts for documentation give the company a
new image.

Girsberger Produktion




1973

Model 5600
Design: Fritz Makiol

Revolutionary design, construction and material concept:
The first office swivel chair on the market with the totali-
ty of its load-bearing structure made up of steel, die-cast
aluminium and die-cast plastic components. One lever
only for the infinite adjustment of both seat height and
backrest inclination.

1977

Model 3700
Design: Fritz Makiol

Plastic framework at the sides. Steel tube is used for the
chair’s legs and crossbars. Seat and backrest are made of
shaped plywood. Compression moulding attaches the
plastic parts to the steel tubes, thus eliminating screws
and glue and shortening assembly time. The 3700 model
range is still sold today, thanks to its robustness and a later
redesign of timeless character.




1979

A giant step across the Atlantic: The foundation of
Girsberger Industries Inc. in Smithfield, North Carolina,
USA. Production begins with only 8 employees working
in a rented factory building (see picture). In 1981 this still
new subsidiary buys the land and building. In the following
years, the American production location will undergo
continuous expansion.
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1985

TRILAX
Design: Fritz Makiol

A new, internationally patented triple-joint movement
technology. Worldwide the only office swivel chair with
connected supporting structures of seat, lumbar and
backrest made of GMT (glass mat thermoplastic). Today,
TRILAX is still an important part of the Girsberger product
range.




1986

Model 9500
Design: Dieter Stierli

The first cantilever chair for the residential furniture
sector, made of steel tube and with belt-supported uphol-
stery. The chairs of the 9500 model series are proven
visitor and conference chairs for the office sector and still
belong to the current range of Girsberger products.

1989

100 years of Girsberger

Wilhelm Girsberger and Heinrich Girsberger




1992

The newly incorporated Tuna Girsberger Tic. AS in Istanbul,
Turkey provides the fourth production location. Girsberger
Holding AG holds 50% of the shares, the other 50% are in
the hands of the Tuna families.

The company manufactures almost all the office chairs
in the Girsberger product range. Additional model series
are developed and produced for the Turkish and Gulf
region markets, distribution is handled by the TunaOfis
company.

The factory is in Silivri, with sale and showroom centers
in Istanbul and Ankara.

1992

A new building for Girsberger GmbH in Endingen, Germany.
Built 500 meters to the north of the company‘s original
location and comprising production, warehouse, showroom
and administration. The necessary industrial land is acqui-
red from the town of Endingen.




1995

A change of generation: For over 40 years and with a great
sense of responsibility and commitment, Heinrich and
Wilhelm Girsberger have guided the company along the
path to success. Michael Girsberger, who has worked
abroad for 16 years - 14 of which for a large and glo-
bally active industrial conglomerate - becomes CEO of
Girsberger Holding AG and assumes responsibility for the
management of the group of companies. Wilhelm
and Heinrich Girsberger continue as members of the
Board of Directors of Girsberger Holding AG for several
more years.

Michael Girsberger (Photo 2009)

1995

BALZARO

Design: Kurt Muller

The first Girsberger chair with a frame of stainless steel
and a shell of bend leather.




1997/1998

The product ranges for residential and office furniture are
streamlined. The business sectors HOME and OFFICE are
iInaugurated, with new objectives.

Production in Switzerland, especially the processing of
solid wood, metal and surfaces, is increased considerably
in order to promote a profiled development of the HOME
sector.

The order-related production for the OFFICE sector is cen-
tred in the factories in Germany, the USA and Turkey.

In spite of these organizational changes, the cross-border
relocations of production and logisitics included, no jobs
are lost.

2000

A new building with reception area, showroom, product
development and administration. This building puts its
mark on the company location in Buetzberg. During the
same year, the company acquires its current new image
under the «Girsberger seatingy trademark.




2001

PERMESSO
Design: Kurt Muller

The traditional dining room bench reinterpreted. Strikingly
reduced to essentials and of structural simplicity.

2002

FRANZ

Design: Kurt Muller

A new technique for extendable tables whereby, for the
first time ever, the two leg pairs of a solid wood table can
be drawn apart to extend the length of the table. The
table can be lengthened by up to one meter in this way.
The extension leaves are stored directly under the tabletop
for easy handling.




2005

High vertical integration in production allows the company
to be flexible in complying with its customers* requirements,
and this pays off:

Girsberger increasingly develops and manufactures special
products according to the project-related specifications
made by architects in connection with conference and trai-
ning facilities as well as canteens, cafeterias and recreation
rooms.

A third business sector joins HOME and OFFICE:
CUSTOMIZED SOLUTIONS.
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2006

Customer services develop into an individual business.

For economic and ecological reasons, office chairs and
furniture should not be simply discarded and replaced.
Instead, thanks to professional servicing and complete
restoration, they can remain in use for much longer.

The Girsberger customer services become the company's
fourth business sector, SERVICE & RE-MANUFACTURING,
in a very short period of time.




2007

REFLEX

Design: Dieter Stierli

The new and internationally patented backrest uses the
characteristics of its materials to support and relieve the
user‘s back in exactly the right places. REFLEX and its
partner visitor chair CONNEXION attract the attention of
a wide audience. REFLEX receives the Red Dot Design
Award.

2008

The architect Dante Bonuccelli designs a completely
new look for the company branches with showrooms in
Vienna, Paris, Amsterdam and London. With the exception
of Paris, they all move into larger premises at new
locations. New Girsberger showroom branches are opened
in Madrid and Hamburg.




2009

AL3

Design: Thierry Aubert

The AL3‘s mechanism is concealed in its standpipe. This
patented innovation, worldwide the first of its kind, opens
up a completely new range of possibilities in the design
of swivel chairs.

2011

SWAY
Design: Burkhard Vogtherr

A new way to sit and stand at the same time: What makes
SWAY such a special stool is the fact that its leg is flex-
ibly mounted. You thus automatically adopt a healthy, non-
static sitting posture. SWAY is a winner of the Red Dot
Design Award.




Passion for perfection -
attention to detail
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Girsberger’s creative and technical mastery goes hand in hand with the latest production methods. We work with creativity, passion,
and diligence - from the original design to the development of high-quality materials, to installation. Our careful attention to minute

detail and an overarching quest for the highest quality delivers an uncommon excellence. Take a close look.

Girsberger AG, Bitzberg, CH

Girsberger AG, Wien, A

Girsberger France, Paris, F

Girsberger GmbH, Endingen, D

Girsberger UK, London, GB

Girsberger Iberia S.L., Madrid, E
Girsberger Benelux BV, Amsterdam, NL
Girsberger Industries, Inc., Smithfield, USA
Tuna Girsberger Tic. AS, Silivri, TR
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